March 31, 2022

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Ms.
BALDWIN):

S. Res. 574. A resolution designating May 2,
2022, as “‘Dr. John E. Fryer Day’’; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. SCHATZ (for himself, Mr. MAR-
KEY, Mr. CASEY, Ms. HIRONO, Ms.
WARREN, Ms. BALDWIN, Ms.
DUCKWORTH, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. CORTEZ
MASTO, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. CARPER, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr.
WYDEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. BEN-
NET, Mr. HEINRICH, Mrs. FEINSTEIN,
and Mr. MURPHY):

S. Con. Res. 35. A concurrent resolution
supporting the goals and ideals of Inter-
national Transgender Day of Visibility; to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

——————

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 331
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 331, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to increase the
age requirement with respect to eligi-
bility for qualified ABLE programs.
S. 344
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 344, a bill to amend title
10, United States Code, to provide for
concurrent receipt of veterans’ dis-
ability compensation and retirement
pay for disability retirees with fewer
than 20 years of service and a combat-
related disability, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 599
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 599, a bill to establish the Depart-
ment of State Student Internship Pro-
gram as a paid internship program to
provide students with the opportunity
to learn about a career in diplomacy
and foreign affairs, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 692
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
names of the Senator from New York
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator
from Nevada (Ms. CORTEZ MASTO) were
added as cosponsors of S. 692, a bill to
award a Congressional Gold Medal to
the female telephone operators of the
Army Signal Corps, known as the
‘““Hello Girls”.
S. 744
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 744, a bill to amend the Higher
Education Act of 1965 to require insti-
tutions of higher education to disclose
hazing incidents, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 888
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
888, a bill to prohibit discrimination
based on an individual’s texture or
style of hair.
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S. 1079

At the request of Mr. HEINRICH, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1079, a bill to award a
Congressional Gold Medal to the troops
from the United States and the Phil-
ippines who defended Bataan and Cor-

regidor, in recognition of their per-
sonal sacrifice and service during
World War II.

S. 1170

At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Hawaii
(Ms. HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1170, a bill to amend the Richard
B. Russell National School Lunch Act
to improve the efficiency of summer
meals.

S. 1642

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1642, a bill to require the
Secretary of State to submit a report
on the status of women and girls in Af-
ghanistan, and for other purposes.

S. 2108

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2108, a bill to amend title II of
the Social Security Act to eliminate
work disincentives for childhood dis-
ability beneficiaries.

S. 2172

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
CORTEZ MASTO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2172, a bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to improve grants,
payments, and technical assistance
provided by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to serve homeless veterans, and
for other purposes.

S. 2178

At the request of Mr. HICKENLOOPER,
the name of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mr. PADILLA) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2178, a bill to provide col-
lective bargaining rights for fire fight-
ers and emergency medical services
personnel employed by States or their
political subdivisions, and for other
purposes.

S. 2215

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator from
Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2215, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro-
vide for an exclusion for assistance pro-
vided to participants in certain veteri-
nary student loan repayment or for-
giveness programs.

S. 2512

At the request of Mr. MURPHY, the
name of the Senator from Nevada (Ms.
ROSEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2512, a bill to amend title 28, United
States Code, to provide for a code of
conduct for justices and judges of the
courts of the United States.

S. 2854

At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the

name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
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MERKLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2854, a bill to allow for the transfer
and redemption of abandoned savings
bonds.
S. 3262
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3262, a bill to improve the effi-
cient movement of freight at ports in
the United States, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 3663
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3663, a bill to
protect the safety of children on the
internet.
S. 3742
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) and the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. CARDIN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3742, a bill to
establish a pilot grant program to im-
prove recycling accessibility, and for
other purposes.
S. 3761
At the request of Ms. BALDWIN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3761, a bill to support the provi-
sion of treatment family care services,
and for other purposes.
S. 3817
At the request of Mr. WICKER, the
name of the Senator from Michigan
(Mr. PETERS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 3817, a bill to improve the fore-
casting and understanding of tornadoes
and other hazardous weather, and for
other purposes.
S. 3850
At the request of Mr. PETERS, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 3850, a bill to increase the
number of U.S. Customs and Border
Protection Customs and Border Protec-
tion officers and support staff and to
require reports that identify staffing,
infrastructure, and equipment needed
to enhance security at ports of entry.
S. 3931
At the request of Ms. LUMMIS, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. ScoTT) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3931, a bill to require the Secu-
rities and Exchange Commission to ex-
tend exemptions for securities offered
as part of employee pay to other indi-
viduals providing goods for sale, labor,
or services for remuneration, and for
other purposes.
S. 3956
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
names of the Senator from California
(Mr. PADILLA) and the Senator from
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) were
added as cosponsors of S. 3956, a bill to
direct the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency to estab-
lish a grant program to improve the ef-
fectiveness of education and outreach
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on ‘“‘Do Not Flush” labeling, and to re-
quire the Federal Trade Commission,
in consultation with the Adminis-
trator, to issue regulations requiring
certain products to have ‘Do Not
Flush” labeling, and for other pur-
poses.
S.J. RES. 25

At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
names of the Senator from Colorado
(Mr. HICKENLOOPER), the Senator from
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were
added as cosponsors of S.J. Res. 25, a
joint resolution proposing an amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United
States relating to contributions and
expenditures intended to affect elec-
tions.

S. CON. RES. 10

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 10, a concurrent
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that tax-exempt fraternal benefit
societies have historically provided
and continue to provide critical bene-
fits to the people and communities of
the United States.

S. RES. 568

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. HAWLEY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 568, a resolution supporting
the goals and ideals of ‘‘Countering
International Parental Child Abduc-
tion Month” and expressing the sense
of the Senate that Congress should
raise awareness of the harm caused by
international parental child abduction.

——

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself,
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mr. HEINRICH,
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. MANCHIN, Ms.
SINEMA, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr.
CASEY, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms.
SMITH, Mr. BROWN, Ms. BALD-
WIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. LUJAN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. DURBIN,
Mr. WARNOCK, Mr. MARKEY, Ms.
HIRONO, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr.
SANDERS, Mr. REED, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. WYDEN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Ms.

HASSAN, Mr. BENNET, Mr.
MERKLEY, Ms. WARREN, Mr.
PADILLA, Mr. WARNER, Mrs.
MURRAY, Mr. CARDIN, Mr.
CoOONS, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr.
CARPER, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr.

PETERS, Mr. KING, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Ms. ROSEN, Mr. MENEN-

DEZ, Mr. KAINE, Mr.
BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MURPHY, Mr.
HICKENLOOPER, Mr. WHITE-

HOUSE, Mr. KELLY, Mr. OSSOFF,
Mr. TESTER, Mr. SCHUMER, and
Ms. CANTWELL):

S. 3979. A bill to amend the Families
First Coronavirus Response Act to ex-
tend child nutrition waiver authority;
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry.

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, as
the pandemic began, Congress, on a bi-
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partisan basis, made sure our schools
and our summer meal programs had
easy-to-use flexibilities so they could
continue to feed hungry children who
were no longer physically in school or
no longer able to go to a meal site in
the summer because of COVID.

All across America now, because of a
lot of hard work on a lot of people’s
part, our kids are now back in school,
which is great. But 90 percent of our
schools are still struggling to provide
children healthy food as a result of
higher food prices, less available staff,
and more supply chain delays and
shortages that we know about all the
time. In fact, part of that relates to
this bill which was just passed on ship-
ping. This is part of the supply chain
breakdown that has affected the ability
for our schools to be able to get what
they need for our children.

We have 90 percent—all this in red,
across the country—of the States say-
ing: We need these flexibilities that
have been in place from the very begin-
ning of COVID. We extended the flexi-
bilities before, and they need them to
continue to be able to feed children in
our country. School cafeterias, summer
meal providers—everybody is working
as hard as they can to get back to nor-
mal, but they need time to transition
so our children aren’t hurt in the proc-
ess. The USDA, school administrators,
local mayors, even school food sup-
pliers themselves have said they need
these flexibilities to continue for an-
other year.

Back in January, the Agricultural
Secretary, Secretary Vilsack, called on
Congress to once again extend what we
call the nutrition waivers so that
schools and meal providers had the
flexibility they need to feed hungry
children who may have their only meal
at school or their only breakfast or
their only lunch at school or, in the
summer, through the feeding programs.

We have been working in good faith,
as we always do, across the aisle to
make this extension happens. We were
working on having that happen as part
of the omnibus. It was a real shock to
me and to many of the Senators who
care deeply about our children when
Republican Leader MCCONNELL refused
to agree to extending the school nutri-
tion flexibilities as part of the omnibus
bill that we just passed, that we know
was critically important to pass. We
don’t want the government to shut
down. We had essential, critical re-
sources for Ukraine and so many other
issues. But our kids were left behind in
this one, and it is not right. We need to
fix it.

We are in a critical transition period
right now, but we are not out of the
pandemic yet. Without having these
flexibilities extended, without this sup-
port, up to 30 million children who get
their food, their only healthy meals at
school will see their breakfast and
lunch disrupted, and that makes abso-
lutely no sense. Millions of kids will
show up at their summer meal program
this July and could very well see a
‘“‘closed’ sign.
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That is why, today, Senator LISA
MURKOWSKI and I are introducing the
Support Kids Not Red Tape Act, along
with Senator COLLINS and all 50 Mem-
bers of our Democratic caucus.

Let me stress that this is a tem-
porary extension with a clear end date
and a lot of procedures put in place to
safely get schools and summer meal
programs back to normal operations.
We want to give them time to transi-
tion.

I am so grateful for our colleagues’
support—>52 colleagues. We only need
eight more. We only need eight more
Republicans to join us to get this done
right away, just like we did the ship-
ping bill.

Our schools need time. Our kids need
time right now rather than having this
abruptly end June 30, which is not very
far away. So let’s be clear. To abruptly
pull the lunch tray away from hungry
kids at the end of June is just plain
wrong.

Since the pandemic started in March
2020, food insecurity for families and
their children has jumped by nearly
two-thirds. We all know the stories. We
have all seen the lines. People across
the country are engaging to support
each other. One in five kids comes to
school hungry, and school and summer
programs may be the only meal that
they get. During the pandemic, it was
even worse. Now, because of all the
challenges continuing, we are not out
of the woods on this yet in terms of
feeding our children.

How have these flexibilities helped
our children be able to get healthy
meals? One example is in Rapid City,
SD, where the local school district has
partnered with Meals on Wheels in the
summer to deliver meals to where the
kids are. It makes sense. This has been
a lifesaver for hungry children in their
rural communities who had no way to
get to the one school meal site that
was miles and miles away.

In Arkansas, the food insecurity rate
among children skyrocketed to over 32
percent during the pandemic, 32 per-
cent of the children being food inse-
cure, not being able to have a healthy
meal.

Fayetteville and Bentonville schools’
summer meals programs have provided
weekly meal pack pickups with a
week’s worth of breakfast and lunch.
So rather than a parent who is working
trying to figure out, how do I get my
child to a place to get a healthy break-
fast, and by the way, I may have to
take them back again for a healthy
lunch—by the way, in the rural com-
munity, there is not a lot of public
transportation. It certainly affects ev-
eryone in urban areas, suburban areas,
and rural areas, but the distances in
rural communities are an extra burden
oftentimes. So they put together the
capacity to do a week’s worth. Those
were the flexibilities we gave them
that we want to continue.

In Edgecombe County, NC, resource-
ful schools found a way to get meals to
100 kids during the summer by using
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